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ñWe are called to reach out to those who find 

themselves in the existential peripheries of our 

societies and to show particular solidarity with 

the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters: 

the poor, the disabled, the unborn and the sick, 

migrants and refugees, the elderly and the 

young who lack employment.ò

Pope Francis
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I greet the Panelists, I greet all the participants of this Training 

course, whatever their nationality or denomination.

We came here to learn and deepen our knowledge of the 

Maritime Filipino world, so that we better serve them, when 

they nock at our port and our center.

From my side, I am glad to be part of and support this initiative, 

through a financial support.

I am going to explain in what way we are part of and support 

initiatives like this
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A Bit of History

The Scalabrinian Congregation was founded in 1887 by the Blessed Bishop John 

Baptist Scalabrini to assist millions of Italians, migrating to the American continent.  

From the end of the 19thCentury until the 1960ôs, the Scalabrinians established 

parishes, schools, hospitals, migrant service centers, cultural centers, orphanages, 

nursing homes, cooperatives, migrant associations, and service committees.  

During the 1960ôs, the Scalabrinian Congregation extended its mission to all 

migrants and expanded its outreach worldwide.  As a result, the Congregationôs 

programs and services have multiplied, especially for the neediest and most 

vulnerable migrants; such as refugees, internally displaced people, and seafarers.

In order to strengthen the coordination and networking capabilities of services to 

migrants and promote political and public awareness of the migrantsô needs 

worldwide, SIMN was established in 2005 by the Scalabrinian Congregation.

Since then, SIMN has worked to promote service, advocacy, and development 

programs that safeguard and protect the dignity and the rights of migrants, 

refugees, seafarers, and people on the move.
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SIMNôS VISION - to foster a leading global network that serves migrants, 

refugees, internally displaced persons, seafarers, and itinerants, and 

advocates for their dignity and rights worldwide.

SIMNôS MISSION - to safeguard and promote the dignity and rights of the 

categories just mentioned.

SIMN fulfills its mission through supporting an extensive network of centers 

of research and study, social service centers for migrants, refugees and 

seafarers, shelters, senior centers, orphanages, medical clinics, 

kindergartens, schools, vocational centers, and cultural centers.

SIMN works closely with other entities at the national and international level, 

promoting comprehensive service programs and advocating for the dignity 

and rights of migrants and their families.
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